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The Speaker of the Senate replied : " If there is a duty
to fulfil, I will do whatever you may decide."
But the Speaker of the Chamber objected : " Yes. But
would it be constitutional ? We must think it over."
And, finally, should the Government leave Paris or not ?
They endeavoured to stir up the Commander-in-Chief.
They told him that he must try to hold his ground. Try 1
Then they would see what was to be done.
Still, they decided to requisition the necessary number
of cars and lorries, which would be ready to remove every-
thing at the first signal. The Ministerial staffs hastened to
get their things together. They would be ready against
the following month.
In his first hours of utter confusion did M. Paul Reynaud
really give the order at the Foreign Office, or was he
misunderstood ? At all events, orders were passed on to
his staff to burn the archives. Fortunately they were only
executed tardily and countermanded before everything
was destroyed.
At the Council Meeting, M. Daladier, who had spent
the night in his office in contact with his staff and with
G.H.Q., showed signs of fatigue, but he was self-possessed,
and maintained that if the Government decided to leave,
the Ministers of National Defence should remain pro-
visionally in Paris. M. Chautemps asked surreptitiously
if they were going to join the Queen of Holland in England,
and someone who overheard murmured: " Not yet! '*
M. Dautry had become once more the leader he had
been when in charge of the State Railway, precise, orderly
of mjnd, cool and resolute. Mandel, as usual, caused
amazement by his entire self-control " What a man !"
one of his colleagues said to me. " What a pity he's not
Prime Minister! "
M. Paul Reynaud, at first crushed, had recovered himself.
He decided to go to the Chamber, where he made a short
statement, which revealed and aroused emotion, a speech
of the kind needed at that moment containing words